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STATE FOR CU/IVP; BRUSSELS AND PARIS FOR USIS 
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TAGS: OEXC, LU 

SUB J : IVP LUXEMBOURG NOMINEE: ROBERT GOEBBELS 

REF: 12 FAM 407.2-1 AND 2-2; A-8585, 10/12/73; STATE 147937 

ALTHOUGH DEPARTMENTN HAS ALREADY APPRVED ONE IVP GRANT 
FOR FY 1075, EMBASSY SUBMITS HEREWITH NOMINATION FOR AN 
ALTERNATE CANDIDATE IN CASE FUNDING SITUATION MAKES 
SECOND GRANT POSSIBLE LATER THIS FY. THE FOLLOWING 
INFORMATION IS KEYED TO PARAGRAPHS OF REFAIR. 

f, GOEBBELS, ROBERT 

2. PRESENT POSITIONS: SECRETARY GENERAL OF LUXEMBOURG 
SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY (POSL); JOURNALIST AND EDITORIAL- 
IST WITH SOCIALIST DAIY NEWSPAPER "TAGEBLATT"; PRESIDENT 

OF LUXEMBOURG CHAPTER OF INTERNATIONAL UNION OF JOURNALISTS. 

3. BORN IN 1941 IN LUXEMBOURG CITY, GOEBBELS IS A 
LUXEMBOURG CITIZEN. 

4. TRAVELS ABROAD: GOEBBELS SPENT A FEW DAYS IN WASHINGTON 
IN THE SPRING OF 1973. HE HAS TRAVELED TO SOUTH A ERICA, 

NORTH AFRICA AND EXTENSIVELY IN WESTERN EUROPE. 

5. NO PREVIOUS US GOVERNMENT GRANT. 

6. ESCORT IS RECOMMENDED IF GOEBBELS AGREES. 

7. ELIGIBLE FOR VISA. 
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8. REASON FOR NOMINATION: GOEBBELS IS SECRETARY GENERAL 
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OF THE LUXEMBOURG POLITICAL PARTY (THE POSL) WHICH 
RECEIVED THE MOST POPULAR VOTES IN THE MAY 1974 LEGISLATIVE 
ELECTIONS AND NOW PARTICIPATES IN A GOVERNMENTAL COALITION 
WITH THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY. DURING THE FORMATION OF THIS 
COALITION, GOEBBELS WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR SUCCESSFULLY 
NEGOTIATING MANY OF THE DETAILS OF THE COMMON GOVERNMENTAL 
PROGRAM WITH THE DEMOCRATS. FURTHER, GOEBBELS OFTEN 
FUNCTIONS AS OFFICIAL SPOKESMAN FOR THE POSL AND HIS 
EDITORIALS IN THE "TAGEBLATT" ARE INFLUENTIAL IN PROGRES- 
SIVE CIRCLES. GOEBBELS, WHO IS A TRAINED ECONOMIST, HAS 
EMERGED AS A KEY GOVERNMENT ADVISOR AND SOCIALIST PARTY 
LEADER IN ADDITION TO HIS NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL PRESS 
ACTIVITIES. WHILE OPPOSING CERTAIN USG POLICIES, HE HAS 
BEEN ON GOOD TERMS WITH OFFICIAL AND PRIVATE AMERICANS 
AND OFTEN EXPRESSED KEEN INTEREST IN THE US. 

9. POST OBJECTIVES: GOEBBELS' NOMINATION IS PART OF THE 
EMBASSY'S PROGRAM TO QUICKLY INCREASE INFLUENCE 

WITH NEW, YOUNG LEADERS OF THE POSL FOLLOWING THE PARTY'S 
ELECTION SUCCESS EARLIER THIS YEAR. SINCE MOST OF THE 
PROMINENT POSL LEADERS HAVENOT SERVED IN GOVERNMENT 
BEFORE. NOW IS THE TIME WHEN EXPOSURE TO THE US COULD HAVE 
THE MAXIMUM POSITIVE EFFECT. THROUGH IS PERSONAL AND 
POLITICAL INFLUENCE IN THE SOCIALIST PARTY AND PRESS, 

GOEBBELS IS IN A POSITION TO COMMUNICATE WIDELY THE RESULTS 
OF AN IVP SPONSORED TRIP TO THE US. 

10. AVAILABILITY: EMBASSY BELIEVES THAT GOEBBELS LIKELY 
TO BE INTERESTED IN A THIRTY-DAY PROGRAM, ALTHOUGH HIS 
FLEXIBILITY ON DATES WILL DEPEND ON AMOUNT OF LEAD TIME 
WE ARE ABLE TO GIVE IN PROPOSING GRANT. TARNOFF 
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